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Selenee siviser to The President 


SUBJECT : Near-Real- Thue Shotograpaie Sy abe erm 
sii ats 
i, Tiwak you for pageing aleng your aaderstanding 


ef what the primary weerg of the NRT system require. 


#. As you noted, elements ef the SIS bave been 
ge-evalneting these requiremeste very thoroughly. Thowe 
Jalgemenks which have looked eavefally ints all aspects of its 
applications: are unanimous $¢ to the characteristics which 

such @ eystem sheeld hove te be felly effective, While your 
. outline tolneides with these views in most weepects, 1 canaet 
agren with your statements about Hmeliness and accear, 1 
feel that ii we were to take your opinion on thease palate 
Hterelly we would be cunning a setices ciak af overleuking 
some of the major benefits of an NET ayaten. 


3, The sew aad unique comiciivations of a sear-reel- 

thee systens will be te provide intelligemce for. strategic 

indieations/waenieg, aad for erigie situations where thmeliness 

jig extticeai. A system which can meat aceds in the mast demanding 

eivcurme tars “4 olwiomsly e6n aise periaem eliectiwely in those 

where iovunediate timellaese of respenes is beneficial mut ies 
critical, The espoeite is notiras. A eystem having only mdmimal 
tapabiiities may be found wanting at the very tino it ig most 


newded. 
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vith vesouct to pour slatemenie gael petars 
time of iene ges, i doubt thet a ayetem beviag ope ar Pwo 
wteaweta per day te a erigis yegios bal a monmimel setare 
time fer images of 25 Soert is really waat salicy levela 
Bhoold chowie, && you suggest. i recuguiae teat 2 ie only 
@ kypothetice! example Sut even is that sense ft is potentially 
silaieeding. I iraakiy think yea woald Se Berd preesed te 
Had concrete ¢zampies of erica slteations where gach a 
eomblaation la degivabie or even 4 io frac anceng 
alternatives evelizbie. In criele sitentiona where 1 ia irely 
imburtast te gee a target freqesatly it is also imagertaat te 
wave that infermetion qulekly. 2 lv imaportact te sete alee 
thet date retere tim t only ane of tee sewers thoe-coosomieg 
vhacwe berelwed io the boaygery tasking, regponee, and woo 
aysie. In thie comeection, 1M often tehed a coseiderabie amount . 


at gdditions tines te laterpred imagery and marge this information 


with that from a waviety of sthay eourtes before a fall and 

cundidest agequemeest cae be presented to the inighest levele of 
Govegament for thelr comeideration ia forungiating aA course of 
‘active bs a erigis, 


&. Wh reagest te resoletion, tere ia total 
agreement ge to whet en NAT eyeiem must srewide to be 
aeilective, that ie, fwo io three feet. I akgee your view thai 
hetaaae reaolutions dows te ome foot ar ieee ave required only 
infrequamtiy im crighe siteations 4 ehenlé sel se attained for 
tbat guepere alome at costs severely Lnpecting other AAP 
epater: seeds, Ik is imxpertant te recogniae, however, that 
there are times whes the highes reewietlon is needed and that 
there are mommy other reeatitive acplicatioas, besides cxlene, 
for which each reaciution ig talaaishe, 

@. GS respect te the area reguirement of ga NAT 
eysten, avery VELG stelement aed study over the years hes 
acknowledged the eared ior BFS cOVeTrSge DA reLMelan to oriees. 
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There has been a good deal of semantic confusion over the 
adjectives describing the size of the areaz, that is, whether 
it should be called "Hmited", “substantial, etc. As you 
‘seted, there is agreement on the gize of the area-~-4, 609 
equarce milea~-needed; and all candidate NRT eyitems can 


provide thie or more. 
aa 
Bd: 


' Richard Helras 
IXvector 


ly to 
Assistant to The President ior 
National Secarity Affairs 
Depaty Secretary for Defense 
“irecter, Peak GS 


Approved for Release: 2021/04/19 C05096598 


